Foreword 


Quite a number of articles in English, Hindi, Urdu and 
other languages about Islam and Muslims, particularly 
Indian Muslims, have of late been published in the perio- 
dicals and journals which evince interest in the problems 
currently faced by the Muslims of India, Islamic personal 
law, their culture and its role in the Indian society. A 
number of seminars and symposiums have also been 
held in certain major towns of the country in which the 

i educated class has shown fairly keen interest. Some of 
is the papers published or the speeches delivered on the 
; subject exhibited a sympathetic approach to these pro- 
f blems while others took a hostile attitude, yet others were 
Over-critical or even reproachful. Some of these : 
| undoubtedly quite learned and thought-provoking but me 
P of what was said or written in this connexion suffere! 
t and large, from lack of a true understanding of the point 
i 


view of the Muslims. Nevertheless, all these reveal an 
interest in the issues pertaining to the Muslims whi 4 
so long been either completely forgotten or were tho 
worthy of attention by the politicians alone. 

To the writer of these lines, however, this signifies : 
gratifying change in attitude which ought to be taki 
advantage of by every well-wisher of the country who wants” 

_to face the facts squarely. He, therefore, hails this 
welcome sign but, at the same time, is of the view that the 
discussion on the subject should be more realistic, — 
it thoughtful and constructive. This, undoubtedly, depends 
ona deep study of Islam and appreciation of its spirit and 
i the mind that it builds. It was with a view to help in such 


f Islam that this brochure, which » 


in Urdu and circulated among the 


ought outin English. It is also , 


made available to such ed 


iho are interested in the well-being 


n compiled from a few speeches 
by me in the gatherings of 
iccasions and at various ple 
¢ is was to impress on 
) features of their faith and culture 
ence in them, and to exhort them to 
) currents which aim at levelling down 


m after giving up these character- 
this brochure contains a lucid 
ntal postulates of Islam and 

d, it would be found instruc 
Understand Islam and its 


@ concealed nor is there 
® has to offer an apology. 
‘who wants to acquaint 
stor and why, would, | 


aS receive knowledge thereof)."* 
(Ale-Imran ; 179) 

10 way of gaining knowledge about — 

} ‘of God, the correct way of 

leading a life in accordance 


ination and intellect, expe- 
aditions and cultures can 
ge, Since it can only be trans- 


It is also pro- 
vit in other Indian Eesioniel langua 
ay be made available to such educated 
iho are interested in the well-being 
ren. it is hoped that the brochure 


Brent occasions and at various places 
8se addresses was to impress on the 


ce in them, and to exhort them to 
currents which aim at levelling dowr 


a heritage—for Muslims would hard! 
after giving up these characte 

‘this brochure contains a lucid 
ental postulates of Islam and 
ori, it would be found instruc 
io Understand Islam and its 
hinking and the temperament 
Muslims with an open mind 
ito be concealed nor is there 
fe has to offer an apology. 
who wants to acquaint 
Pfor and why, would, | 
‘in his quest. 


ps 


Hasan Ali Nadwi 


» ISLAM 


FECT RELIGION AND A WAY OF LIFE 


: rm belief that God sent His prophets as 
ers of humanity in order to guide mankin 


or, these being beyond the ken of huma 
liect, and without a parallel in thi 
> have never had these concepts by 
parse illuminated the hearts of His messen: 
through His revelations and messag 


yn. But Allah chooseth of his messe 
le will, (to receive knowledge thereof). “ 
(Ale-Imran ; 179) 

no way of gaining knowledge about 
tributes of God, the correct way of 
Him and leading a life in accordance 
spt through the guidance afforded by 
lan imagination and intellect, expe- 
s, traditions and cultures can 
ledge, since it can only be trans- 
d Benefactor of the Universe. 
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Since this Knowledge is delivered through the 
of God only, they shall ever remain the fountain- 
‘of true faith and the gnosis of God, light and 
ling, ennobling conduct and virtuous behaviour; 
way of life shall ever remain the righteous and the 
n path; and mankind shall have no choice but tc 
ese impeccable leaders of humanity for its own 
vation and for achieving eternal happiness. God has 
ically mentioned quite a good number of these 
fed souls in the Quran and enumerated the divine 
is conferred on them 

“Thatisour argument. We gave it unto Abraham 
' against his folk. We raise unto degrees of wisdom 
_ whom We will. Lo! thy Lord is Wise, Aware. 

“And We bestowed upon him Issac and Jacob; 
ch of them We guided; and Noah did We abide 
aforetime; and of his seed (We guided) David and 
Solomon and Job and Joseph and Moses and Aaron. 
Thus do We reward the good. 

“And Zachariah and John and Jesus and Elias 
Each one (of them) was of the righteous. 
; “And Ishmael and Elisha and Jonah and Lot 
; it Each one (of them) did We prefer above (Our) crea- 
tures. 
“With some of their forefathers and their offspring 
_ and their brethren; and We chose them and guided 
them unto a straight path. 
“Such is the guidance of Allah wherewith He 
guideth whom He will of His bondmen. But if they 
had set up (for worship) aught beside Him, (al!) that 
they did would have been in vain. 


3 
se are they unto whom We gave the Scripture om 
nd and prophethood But if these disbe- 
in, then indeed We shall entrust it to a 
ho will not be disbelievers therein." 
(Al-Anam : 83-89) 
iffection so lavishly showered on each of 
mentioned above. Thereafter God addresses 


Say (O Muhammad unto mankind): 
ju no fee for it. Lo! it is naught but a 
to (His) creatures.” (Al-Anam: 90) 
re thus the adorable teachers of humanity, 
tles of the Living Loving One God 
convictions, manner and morals, con 
anour, in short, the view of life a 
tes from their complete and unflinching 
-ord of the world. And this is f 
distinguish it from the other way ¢ 
ance’ and based on a defiant reject 
prophets. 


vho earned the title of the friend o 
‘be the leader and guide of humani 


(Al-Nisa : 125) 
ppointed thee a leader of mankind.” 
(Al-Baqarah; 124) 


@ leaders of hue 
g eternal 
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gd upon him 
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Describing the exalted position to which Abrahan 
was raised and made a model in religion and piety for al| 
the unitarians, the Quran asks the faithful to follow hi: 
lead. 

“Verily Abraham was a pattern, devout unto 
Allah, Upright, and was not of the associaters 
Thankful for His bounties; He chose him and He 
guided him unto a straight path. 

“And We gave him good in the world, and in the 
Hereafter ; he is among the righteous: 

“And Afterward We inspired thee (Muhammad, 
saying) : Follow the religion of Abraham, as one by 
nature upright. He was not of the idolaters."’ 

(An-Nahl : 120-3 

Ever since the Truth was revealed to Abraham, he 
continues to be the leader of mankind, and shal! continue 
” to be so till the Day of Judgement. The last prophet sent 
to mankind during this era of Abraham was Muhammad 
and the people raised to hold the banner of Abraham 
aloft are the Muslims. The holy Qur’an makes it clear in 
‘unambiguous terms: 

“He hath chosen you and hath not laid upon you 
in religion any hardship; the faith of your father 
Abraham (is yours). He hath named you Muslims 

(Al-Hajj : 78 

The distinguishing feature of the leadership of 
Abraham and his call consists of the Unity of Godhead, 
unalloyed and free from all traces of paganism, animism, 
pantheism and dualism. It rejects even the slightest 
trace of polytheistic cult as unsanctified and graceless. 
| _ It strictly follows in the footstep of Abraham who address- 


ed thus the idolaters of his time: 

“Lo! We are guiltless of you and all that ye 
worship beside Allah. We have done with you. 
And there hath arisen between us and you hostility 
‘and hate for ever till ye believe in Allah only.” 

(Al-Mumtahanah : 4) 
Age then, Abraham beseeched God for his progeny 
in these words: 

“My Lord! Make safe this territory, and pre- 

Bserye me and my sons from serving idols.’ 
(/brahim: 35) 


The Prophethood of Muhammad 


he last and the greatest prophet to mark the con- 
ation of the message meant for the era of Abraham © 
uhammad, the last Prophet, who was brought forth 
progeny of Abraham in the same country, nay, the © 


ly Lord of the world. The call of Abraham was — 
dy Tefined and perfected and disseminated to the : 


ighteous life in this world and winning salva- 
orld-to-come. 
© months prior to his death, the revelation 
at to the Prophet Muhammad declared: 
jay have | perfected your religion for you 
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and completed My favour unto you, and have chosen 
for you as religion AL-ISLAM." 
(Al-Maida : 3 
Acceptance of Muhammad's creed and religion, his 
way of life, and the code of conduct and comport laid 
down by him is now necessary not only for expressing 
one’s gratitude and love for God but also for attaining a 
sublimity which is the pinnacle of piety and propinquity 
to God Almighty. 


“Say, (O Muhammad, to mankind): If you love 
Allah, follow me; Allah will love you and forgive you 
your sins. Allah is Forgiving, Merciful." 

(Ale-/mran : 31) 


Shariah and the Abrahamic Culture 


For the divine approbation and guidance now depends 
"on following the course chalked out by Muhammad, the 
era of his leadership and that of his patriarch, Abraham 
‘extends to the present times. In creed and faith, devo- 
_ tion and worship, behaviour and morals, culture and the 
Way of life, the concepts, practices and teachings of the 
Jast prophet, humanity can find the way acceptable to 
God. The approval of the last Prophet of God was 
sealed with the Divine favour ; and to whatever he showed 
his inclination and aptitude, that was crowned with the 
Propensity of upright nature. Whatever he practised was 
approved as a meritorious act for the pious and devoted 
Souls and the practice was lovingly named as the 
“Sunnah” or the natural inclination of human beings. 
Man has two hands—both created by the same God—but 
the right One has a preference over the left in beginning 


@s virtuous. This is so simply because 


faham and the culture based on it, is a se- 
inct culture in its own right. Its character- 
» norms and values, are singularly 
raits of all other cultures. Voluminous 


d people are given to bathing : 
aculate dress. Islamic culture too 
(0 what it calls cleanliness. But 


an individual. Howsoever imma 
ess ene may be putting on but 


The same concept holds good for 
jurniture, etc. in daily use of a Muslim. 
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In fine, Islam does not remain content with cleanliness 
@lone, but goes further to draw a distinction between it 
and purification. This is but one distinguishing feature 
of the Islamic way or life. 

Take another example py way of illustration. The 
Abrahamic-lsiamic culture has a code different from 
_ others for consumption of animal flesh. It draws a line 
“between edibles which are forbidden and permissible 
tlean and unclean, creatures that have died and those 
‘hat have been sacrificed. It absolutely forbids severa 
legories of animals which are, by and large, disliked 
"by man. Even the permissible animals should not have 
"died a natural death but slaughtered in the name of Allah 
This is another aspect of Islamic-Abrahamic culture lay 
ing down Specific injunctions in regard to clean and 
issible diet. Unlike other man-made laws based on 
im wisdom, experience or custom and hence alter- 
, these injunctions. whether they be for individua 
‘ode of conduct or for social behaviour, are basically 
“revealed laws and hence etermel. This scheme ot divine 
tion leaves sufficient room for adjustments and 


ut human beings, within the framework of its general prin- 
as, foes values and ideals. 


‘eat religious movement with a universal call. His 
pring was rewarded with prophethood and leadership 
» mankind and appointed to invite the humanity to 

itself to Allah. It is a responsibility, then, devolving 


u 


y and also on those who associate 
his call to strive and struggle for the 
iood, invite the people to submit to God 
Unceasingly till the ship of humanity finds 
Ht is their sacred duty to carry the 
Quidance. This is, indeed, the funda- 
factor stil! at work to save the world 
m and to guide the humanity to find its 
fFutu Our call should, then, be the 
message of Abraham which carries the 
approval. 
made it a word enduring among his 
they might return." 
P (Az-Zukhruf = 28y 
and the only God as the sole ane 
of creation, free from all traces of 
the fundamental! principle, 
of the message of Ab 
all to belief in the unity of 


| In the words of the 

to =— ; 
filth of idols, and shun lying: 
Allah (only), not ascribing p 


(A-Hajj - 
message is clear: it purifies th 
wetousness, love of the world, 
materialism and the lust for powe! 
9 principle has ever been that: 
fe of the Hereafter We assign it — 


8 


In fine, Islam does not remain content with cleanliness 
alone, but goes further to draw a distinction between it 
and purification. This is but one distinguishing feature 
of the Islamic way or life. 

Take another example by way of illustration. The 
Abrahamic-isiamic culture has a code different fron 
others for consumption of animal flesh. It draws a |ine 
between edibles which are forbidden and permissible, 
‘clean and unclean, creatures that have died and those 
‘that have been sacrificed. It absolutely forbids severa 
(Categories of animals which are, by and large, disliked 
‘by man. Even the permissible animals should not have 
"died a natural death but slaughtered in the name of Allah. 
This is another aspect of Islamic-Abrahamic culture |ay- 
ing down specific injunctions in regard to clean ana 
permissible diet. Unlike other man-made !aws based on 
"human wisdom, experience or custom and hence alter- 
able, these injunctions. whether they be for individual 
ide Of conduct or for social behaviour, are basically 
revealed laws and hence etermal. This scheme ot divine 
“legislation leaves sufficient room for adjustments and 
‘adaptations to meet the ever-changing needs of the 
iuman beings, within the framework of its general prin- 
ciples, values and ideals. 


"Enduring Leadership and Universal! Call 


Abraham was chosen by God to stand at the head of 
“great religious movement with a universal call. His 
las rewarded with prophethood and leadership 
d and appointed to invite the humanity to 
elf to Allah, It is a responsibility, then, devolving 


"with his call to strive and struggle for the 
falsehood, invite the people to submit to God 
for it Unceasingly till the ship of humanity finds 
Orage. It is their sacred duty to carry the 
Divine guidance. This is, indeed, the funda- 
Snstructive factor still at work to save the world 
doom and to guide the humanity to find its 
ight future. Our call should, then, be the 
sting message of Abraham which carries the 
ne approval. 

"he made it a word enduring among his 
aply they might return." 


(Az-Zukhruf : 28) 


Allah (only), not ascribing part 
” 
(Al-Hajj : 30-31) 
f this message is clear: it purifies the 
ovetousness, love of the world, and 
SS materialism and the lust for power 
Uiding principle has ever been that: 

\bode of the Hereafter We assign it 


unto those who seek not oppression in the earth, nor 


yet corruption. The sequel is for those who ward of 
(evil).”” 


(Al-Qassas : 83 
This message discriminates neither between man 
and man, nor does it favour any particular nation, race or 
language. It brooks no aggression at all nor does it 
tolerate partiality towards any faction, class, colour 
creed, language or culture. Feeling of hatred, disrespect 
for life, barbarism and brutality are regarded by it as the 
relics of pagan past. 
’ “When those who disbelieve had set up in their 
hearts zealotry, the zealotry of the Age of !gnor- 
rance......... Ne 
(Al-Fatah : 26) 
The Prophet of Islam warned his followers: ‘Do 
“not turn into disbelievers after me and begin not killing 
‘one another."’ He also declared: ‘‘You all are the 
drogeny of Adam and Adam was created from dust. No 
Arab has any preference over a non-Arab nor a non- 
Arab over an Arab except one who is most God-fearing.”’ 
“O mankind! Lo! We have created you male 
and female, and have made you nations and tribes 
that ye may know one another. Lo! the noblest of 
you, in the sight of Allah, is the best in conduct. Lo! 
Allah is Knower, Aware.” 
(Al-Hujurat : 13 
The last Prophet of God warned: ‘'Whoever gave a 
call for partisanship is not one of us, whoever fought for 
partisanship is not one of us and whoever died for parti- 
sanship is not one of us.'' Once when certain people 


ll 


ind Mahajirs, the Prophet said, ‘‘Leave f 
ful.’* | 
‘this message consists of the Unity of | 
it stems the respect for humanity in 
lies the way for humility and fear of God in 
n in the Hereafter becomes the object 3 
Vour, struggle and sacrifice; clemency - 
jur is its battle-cry; guidance and com- 
ference over pecuniary interests in its 
Service rather than overlordship and bene- 
an exploitation become the hall-mark of 
fless service it has rendered to humanity | 
‘protected mankind from the onslaught 


we possess,we shall all remain 
, Muhammad and Islam. 
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in us must also find expression. We must vouch for o 
Singular characteristics, the mental, 
spiritual traits we have inherited as Muslims 
followers of Abraham are Muhammad—no matter whether 
we reside in India or Pakistan or Indonesia or China or 
Morocco. We are all members of one family, peculiar and 
strange though it may seem; since, our culture and code 
of life is one despite outward differences in language 
race and colour. 

We might put on different dresses: the Indian Mus\im 
may don a Sherwani, a costume not necessar|ly worn by 
Muslims in other countries; for, neither Islam nor the 
) Prophets of yore prescribed any particular dress. We 
"actually witness a wide diversity in the dresses of Muslims 
' in any international gathering but by no means this signi- 
files any difference in their culture. !slam permits this 
diversity provided the limits prescribed in this regard are 
‘not overstepped. 


intellectual! and 


—as the 


i Essence of Prophetic Culture 


The limits laid down for a temperate and ethical! way 
of life constitute, in truth and reality, the essence of 
prophetic culture. These limits, broad and practicable, 
are easily applicable from one end of the world to 
another. They permit sufficient mobility—a wide sphere 
of freedom—to anyone endowed with upright nature to 
pattern his life within these bounds. Take for instance 
the limits in regard to the dress of males: men are pro- 
hibited to wear dresses made of silk and are enjoined to 
avoid nakedness as well as prodigality; the trousers or 
the dress to cover the lower part of the boy should 
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ankles nor leave the knees bare; these 
flaunty, funny or shameful. Within these 

all the different types of dresses can 
ithe requirements of Islamic injunctions 
mode of attires and dresses. 
ked example of cultural affinity furnished 
© of these limits is the habit of taking 
ms with their right hand. Whether it be 


ne another, nor insult one another 


(Al-Hujurat : 11) 
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vie with one another to make the country great and pr 
perous. We have to apply our capabilities to this tas 
with truthfulness, sincerity, courage and with a sense of 
dedication to the duty that should earn for us an hono 
place in the country. 

We should also give our full attention to the learning 
and developing of the different languages of our country. 
We should rather excel others in the literary endeavou 
and produce works of outstanding merit and distinctior 
in every language. 

We might adopt, read or write, any language of our 
Choice. The only demand of the Abrahamic way of life 
"is that we should not propagate falsehood. Whatever 
Script we may adopt, whether beginning from the right or 
"left, there is no bar to it in Islam, but our composition 
must have the ideals of justice and fairplay in its view and 
feject that which is evil and false, immoral and demonl- 
Weal. Everything written in Persian or Arabic script is 
) Sinful if it encourages cruelty, dissension and disrespect 
Of humanity ; but whatever is written in English or Hindi 
) Script to uphold truth and justice shall be virtuous and 
; commendable in the eyes of God. 


ured 


_ Arabic and other Languages 


; There is no denying the fact that Arabic is the 
| language in which the sacred Scripture of Islam was 
| revealed; the prayer can be offered in that language only 
and its study is essential for gaining the knowledge 
Shariah, the code of conduct prescribed by Islam. 

g these distinctive features of Arabie, every language 
equal status. It is, however, a different matter 
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Semitic and Aryan languages, which adopted 
mning from the right hand, have had an 
“produce and conserve a vast treasure of 
ugh _and literature due to their long associa- 
Jatter. It is only on this account that we 
serve these languages and also want our later 
protect and enrich this treasure. We do 
i@ and develop Urdu in India for our 
is in no way clashes with the privileged 
by other languages. We may learn any 
ite in any script, islam simply demands 
compositions should not encoura 
atred, deceit and deception. This is 
conduct promulgated by Abraham 
nands of you: the ethical tenor 
characteristic, is what it wants to m 


radie of numerous creeds and cultu 
d schools of thought and many of th 
ghere. in this land of varied cultut 


propagated by Abraham and Muhamm: 
y, the purpose of the existence of Musli 
nd therein too, lies the secret of 


features and characteristics. If Islam 
id its own in India for such a lon 
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time, it is only because of the fact that it has so far main- 
tained intimate connections with the Abrahamic way of 
life and never, for a moment, cut itself adrift from ils 
fundamental creed of the Unity of Godhead and prophek 
hood. it is absolutely essential, even now, to stick to its 
centre of gravity and uphold its line of demarcation, 


Abrahamic Culture—A Common Heritage 


The Muslims of Indo-Pak sub-continent, Malaya: 


Vand Muhammad, as the Quraishites of Egypt and Arabia, 
Zaidis of Yaman, Hasanis of Morocco and the Hazaris of 


; the spiritual, moral and cultural affinities with the last 
"Prophet of God is definitely preferable to one who might = 
be 4 Hashamite claiming his descent from Muhammad © 
but not his spiritual heir. !qbal expressed the same truth 
n these lines : 
“Senussi said one day to Sharif of Mecca, quile 
unfeigned, 
*Hijazi thou art, in lineage and name, but not in 
heart.’ ” 
‘An Indian Muslim proud of his Islamic heritage is 
thus better than an Arab who eulogises Abu Jahal and 
uy Lahab as his forefathers. Iqbal, who came froma — 
werted Brahamin family addressed a Saiyid, claiming 
descent from the Prophet of Islam saying : 3 
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time, it is only because of the fact that it has so far main 
tained intimate connections with the Abrahamic way 
life and never, for a moment, cut itself adrift from its 
fundamental creed of the Unity of Godhead and prophe 
hood: it is absolutely essential, even now, to stick to it 
centre of gravity and uphold its line of demarcation 


Abrahamic Culture—A Common Heritage 


; The Muslims of Indo-Pak sub-continent, Malaya 
ua “Afghanistan are as much inheritors of the creed ar 
Pculture propagated by the prophets of Allah, Abrahe 
"and Muhammad, as the Quraishites of Egypt and Arabia, 
' Zaidis of Yaman, Hasanis of Morocco and the Hazaris of 
Java and Sumatra. Any neo-convert who has maintaine: 
the spiritual, moral and cultural affinities with the last 
Prophet of God is definitely preferable to one who migh 
be a Hashamite claiming his descent from Muhammad 
but not his spiritual heir. Iqbal expressed the same trul 
__ in these lines; 
5 “Senussi said one day to Sharif of Mecca, quit 
¥ unfeigned, 
; ‘Hijazi thou art, in lineage and name, but not 
heart.’ " 
An indian Muslim proud of his Islamic heritage is 

thus better than an Arab who eulogises Abu Jahal and 
” Abu Lahab as his forefathers. Iqbal, who came irom a 
7 converted Brahamin family addressed a Saiyid, claiming 
_ his descent from the Prophet of Islam saying : 

___** come of the stock, heathens and idolaters ; 
\dol-worship was the stem of my ancestors. 
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A descendant of the Prophet thou art, 

8 for me, Brahaminism |s my denominator | 
a lodestar in the path of life; 

ligion of Abraham and Muhammad—a path- 
finder. 

Take to thy heart what Muhammad hath said, 

C dson of Ali, under the spell of Avicenna how long 
‘dy thou fetter?" 


ing Links 


‘links and kinships of this mortal, material 
li ultimately melt away. There shall neither 
Jashamite nor an Arab, an Indian or an Indo 
ly God is eternal, immortal. The man-made 
of families, races and nationalities sha 
@ day, when our sincerity for the roll ; 


r ever. Iqbal said in a couplet: 
» upholds colour and race, shall go ¢ 


Muslims of India, have firmly decided 
meeneke our motherland and no power o 
Sod, can change our resolve. We hai 
ision neither as a matter of expedie’ 
any helplessness or weakness. On ti 
cision reflects our firm resolve rea 
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after giving full thought to the matter. 

Our another decision, not a whit less important or 
less courageous is that we shall live in our motherland as 
Muslims, upholding our distinctive creed and culture, our 
religious precepts, observances and way of life. We are 
not prepared and shall never give up the smallest portion 
of our Faith, cost what may. 

And, as citizens of this country we have a right to 
live in this land of ours with complete freedon and self- 
fespect The constitution of india and the democratic 
and secular ideals adopted by us guarantee these rights 
to us. it is absolutely wrong and a misconception if 
someone thinks that we would ever agree to live in this 
country at the cost of our faith and traditions, language 
and culture ; for, the country would then not be a mother- 
land but a vast prison for the entire community—where it 
" would be condemned to a life of indignity and humilia- 
tion. We are undoubtedly children of this land and we 
are second to none in our love and respect for it but we 
subscribe, at the same time, to the Abrahamic view of life 
‘and the world. And whatever be the land of birth and 
the nationality of a Muslim, he cannot foresake his 
Abrahamic culture. Thus, let there be no doubt that we 
want to live in this land as free and respectable citizens 
of a free country, demanding our due share and shoulder: 
ing Our responsibilities in the administration and 
development of our motherland. There is absolutely no 
question of our being second-rate citizens. Freedom 
and dignity are the two inalienable rights of man; 
guaranteed by human, moral and legal values of the 
civilized society, and their denial to a people has never 
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nappy result. 
ath—Both on Islam 

a nd Creator of the world has ordained that 
5 pattern their life according to the pre- 
im, and when they die, their death too should 

faith. 

--And die not save as those who have 
(unto Him).” 

; (Ale-/mran : 102) 
t will to their children the two reverend 
‘Abraham and Jacob, enjoined the same 


ySame did Abraham enjoin upon his sons, 


lame expressing submission or surren- 
4 God; he is called upon to undergo 
jrahamic traditions; and, when he dies 
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others pray for his salvation and the salvation of all the 
Muslims. The prayer offered is: 

“O Allah! he to whom Thou accordest life 
cause him to live in the observation of Islam, and he 
to whom Thou givest death, cause him to die in the 
state of Faith, the /man."' 

And, then, while laying him at rest in his last abode, 
the same wish finds expression in these words: 

“In the name of Allah and on the religion and 
way of the Prophet of Allah.” 

The purpose behind all these rites and observances 
is that we are reminded at every turn and pass, nay, 
several times every day that we belong to the folk of 
Abraham and Muhammad; our way of life and the code 
of conduct are quite distinct and separate from those of 
others—we have submitted to the Lord, Sustainer and 
Creator of the world; our success lies in following His 
Quidance and His commands in all walks of life and, 
therefore, the end of our life is to merit the pleasure of 
Allah and to pattern the life of our progeny to tread the 
same RIGHT PATH. 

lt is our bounden duty today to disseminate this 
message of the prophets, the call of Muhammad and 
Abraham, in all its details. The domain of this call 
extends to the entire gamut of life—-prescribing a definite 
way of life—which was begun by Abraham and consum- 
mated in the teachings and the person or Muhammad, 
blessed be they. This way of life is based on a unique 
approach to life with a definite and well-defined code of 
conduct jor the individual as well as collective life of the 
community ; maintaining a balance between the two and 
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Make for us a god even as they have gods. 
“Lo! ye are a folk who know not. 
“Lo! As forthese, their way will be destroyed and 

all that they are doing is in vain. 

“He said: Shall! seek for you a god other than 

Allah when He hath favoured you above 

tures ?" 


He said: 


all) crea- 


Al-Araf : 138-40) 

The children of Israel had been given instructions 
about the essence and attributes of God through their 
Prophet Moses. The supreme truth that God alone is the 
Master, Sovereign and Deity, save Whom none Is worthy 
Of praise and worship, and that His command alone 
constitutes the law of the Cosmos was made known to 
them. But when these ignorant folk saw some idol wor- 
Shippers, they were so enamoured by the tangible objects 
Of worship that they expressed the desire to have similar 
representations of their own Deity. These ignoramuses 
thought that with the object of worship before their eyes 
their devotion and zealous attachment to the object of 
Worship would find new and colourful channels of expres- 
sion. Hence their request: ‘‘'O Moses! Make for us a 
god even as they have gods."’ 

The Prophet of God and the greatest monotheist of 
his time rightly felt indignant on such a request and he 
teplied, ‘Lo! ye are a folk who know not."’ He knew that 
his people were witless, empty-headed folk ignorant of 
the vain efforts of idol-worshippers. He, therefore, warned 
his people saying, “Lo! as for these, their way will be 
destroyed and all that they are doing is in vain."’ Appeal- 
ing to the good sense of his people Moses added: 
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you a god other than Allah when Hehath 
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in offspring or a spiritual heir to Abra- . 
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in His sovereignty and overlord- 
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religion. Though they have been living side by side with us 
for over eight hundred years, their ignorance is such that it 
appears that they belong toa place where Islam has not yet 
There are 
religiously inclined, who have a genuine yearning for truth 
Their 


made its advent. many among them who are 
and possess an open mind and a reasonable nature. 
position as regards Islam is one of ignorance, not hostility, 
But there are hardly a few books in English through which they 
ire not 


can obtain some knowledge of Islam—and these too 


easily available; in Hindi there are perhaps not even as 
In order to meet this urgent need the Academy of Islamic 
Research and Publications was established in May, 1959, under 
the presidentship of Maulana Syed Abul Hasan Ali Nadwi. 
The aim and purpose of the Academy of Islamic Research 
and Publications, Lucknow, is the propagation of Islam in the 
modern context of things through the written word, It is an 


Imstitution of study and research and publications and its 
furtherance of the 


many. 


Activities are confined solely to the 
interests of Islamic faith. Through its healthy and forceful 
literature its constant endeavour is to strengthen the 
between Muslims and the Islamic belief and ideology and to 
introduce the teachings of the faith among non-Muslim friends, 
The Academy has begun its career with producing Islamic 
iiterature in English, Arabic Urdu and Hindi and has so far 
brought out about one hundred and fifty works of which about 
one hundred were published for the first time and the re- 
maining were reprints 
The Academy’s publications have been very well-received 
all over the world, Most of the Urdu and English publica- 
tions of the Academy have not only run into several editions, 
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